
We strive to present to our members an informative, easily read, and 
timely newsletter.  In trying to do so, the Editor felt it was important dur-
ing mid-year to ask for feedback from members regarding the current con-
tents of the newsletter, as well as comments and suggestions.  The results 
are now available (which follow), and the Editor appreciates your timely 
and candid responses. There were seven specific questions with space for 
comments.  All comments will also be listed.   With these guidelines, the 
newsletter should be tailored to your needs and desires.  
 
The majority of responders preferred the present distribution date; there-
fore, distribution will remain the same — the week after the monthly meet-
ing.  For those of you who desire distribution the week before the monthly 
meeting, may I suggest you print the Scoop calendars for reference.  Re-
member, the Scoop is always available on the Master Gardeners of Ruther-
ford County website. 
 
Please direct your pictures, in jpeg format or prints which I can scan, as well 
as articles on your specialty or favorite topics to the Editor so that they may 
be included in the coming issues of the Scoop. 
 
Remember to give the Editor your “Tried & True Hints.   

�
(continued on page 2) 
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Pot Luck 

Master Gardeners of Rutherford County Web Site:  http://www.mastergardeners-rc.org 

• Demonstration Garden 

• Bellwood Elementary School 
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• Grape Vines at Lane Agri-Park 

• Orchard at Lane Agri-Park 

• Rain Garden at MTSU 

Earn Credit Hours toward Certification 

By Volunteering 



the Scoop Critique  — Results and Comments 
(continued from page 1) 
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Does Scoop meet expecta-
tions 

Yes 24 No 0       

           

Length of Scoop Too Long 5 Too Short 1 About Right 18     

           

Subject matter informative/
useful 

All 19 Some 5 None 0     

           

Articles Right Amount 20 Too Many 4 Too Few 1 Not 
Enough 

0   

           

Pictures Right Amount 17 Too Many 0 Not Enough 7     

           

Puzzle Keep 11 Delete 7     (no re-
sponse) 

6 

           

Preferred Distribution Week After 
Meeting 

10 Week Be-
fore 

6 1st Week Calen-
dar Mo 

6 (any 
time) 

3 (no re-
sponse) 

2 

           

♦ Pleased with overall  
♦ No changes needed --great newsletter 
♦ Like it as is.  Glad someone is willing to 

do it 
♦ Newsletter great.  Keeping all in a note-

book 
♦ Newsletter great addition to MG group 
♦ Colorful and interesting 
♦ Maximum of 6 pages 
♦ Too long -- 1-3 pages 
♦ Could be a little longer 
♦ Some information too advanced, but en-

joy it anyway 
♦ All articles & information good, but 

maybe limit number of articles 
♦ Photos -- use if doesn't make it too long 
♦ Love pictures 
♦ As many pictures as you can 
♦ Pictures to illustrate articles 
♦ More pictures 
♦ Would like to see better quality of photos, 

blurred on my computer 

♦ I don't do puzzles, but have no problem 
with them. 

♦ Distribution up to Editor -- anytime 
♦ Closer to meeting to know about 

speaker 
♦ Like calendars & reminders of what we 

should do and when 
 � � � � � � � � � � � 	 � � 

♦ Common problems & solutions 
♦ Products to use 
♦ Calendar of events 
♦ Tried & true or new plant of month 
with photo and horticulture needs 
♦ More tips 
♦ Continue offering suggestions/articles 
on variety of topics 
♦ More on projects and impact of same    
♦ More articles on volunteers & work ac-
complished         

�
 

COMMENTS 



Minutes of Meeting — July 17, 2006 
Submitted by K.. Smith for A. Blanton, Secretary 
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Master Gardeners of Rutherford 
County met at the AgriPark on 
Monday, July 17, 2006 at 6:30 pm.  
Refreshments were served by Selby, 
Smith and Huffman. 
 
President J. Smith called the meet-
ing to order at 7:00.  Treasurer E. 
Arnold gave the Treasurer’s Report. 
 
Reports: 
 
B. Fedorowicz, Event Chair, said for 
all those who missed our fellow 
gardeners’ gardens on the recent 
Secret Garden and Pond Tours, 
these particular members would 
host a tour and picnic when the 
weather is a little cooler. 
 
A brunch will be held July 22 from 
10-12 for all members at the Jones 
ancestral home.  Please bring finger 
food. 
 
W. Anderson, Projects Chair, re-
ported on our Vineyard Project, 
saying that all the vines had been 
pruned and weeded.  We will not 

harvest grape clusters for the next 
two years. 
 
The Orchard Project needs work.  
This would be a good way to earn 
your required hours. 
 
D. Richardson, Speakers Bureau 
Chair, stated that the monthly 
presentation for St. Clair Senior 
Citizens needed volunteers.  The 
subject for this month is  Wildlife 
& Water Features.  August topic 
will be Selecting Native Plants.  
This is another way to earn hours. 
 
K. Miller gave a review of the 
Southeastern Master Gardener 
Conference held in Chattanooga. 
Tennessee received high praise 
from attendees.  A net profit for 
Tennessee Master Gardener En-
dowment was almost $5,000.  The 
largest contributor to this amount 
was the Silent Auction hosted by 
the Master Gardeners of Ruther-
ford County, K. & A. Miller, 
Chairs. 
 

Our President, J. Smith has been 
appointed to the State Advocacy 
Board, joining K. Miller. 
 
BiLaw Review Committee will 
meet during the next couple of 
weeks. 
 
W. Richardson, Chair, Fall Ex-
travaganza reported a conflict of 
dates and we’re in the process of 
trying to work out dates with the 
Extension Service. 
 
E. Arnold announced the Master 
Gardener shirts are in and to 
please pick them  up after the 
meeting. 
 
Our speaker for the evening was 
Carolyn Holloway, Horticulturist 
for the City of Murfreesboro.  She 
covered all properties which are 
maintained by the City and their 
requirements, with special empha-
sis on the new Gateway Center 
and Greenways. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm � �

 

A. Tuggle and I have mowed the grass between 
grape rows and the trees in the fruit orchard.  
We also sprayed for Japanese Beetles.  Two 
days later I trimmed the grass growing under 
the grape trellis which the mower previously 
missed.  No Japanese Beetles were observed.  A. 
Tuggle sprayed the grass under the trellis with 
herbicide to control future grass growth. 
 
A week later, in the morning, I walked all the 
rows and observed no Japanese beetles on the 
vines.  The herbicide treatment under the trellis 

is killing back the grass.  Grass between rows 
may have to be mowed within two weeks. 
 � � � � � � � � � � 	 
 � � � 
 � �

: 
Volunteers Needed — a good way to earn hours 
 
♦ Monitor vines for new pest problems 
♦ Mow every 2 to 3 weeks 
♦ Some vines have sub-sides below ground 
level.  A. Tuggle suggests that soil be put 
around these vines to restore ground level be-
fore winter. �  

VINEYARD PROGRESS — W. Anderson 



WWWW 
hy grow grapes at the Lane Ex-
tension Center? Growing grapes 
has been described as a science 
and an art.  For us and master 

gardeners it will provide educational opportu-
nities to MTSU students, Master Gardener 
trainees and the public. 
 
Vineyard production can be for your own use 
or for commercial use as edible grapes or for 
juice or beverage.  Expected yield would range 
from 10 to 15 pounds per vine.  
 
The extension center provides a suitable long 
term site for growing grapes.  “How to” exten-
sion bulletins suggest that the best location is 
full sunshine with good air circulation, and 
well drained soils with at least 30 inches of 
rooting depth.  Elevated areas with a northeast 
aspect are less prone to disease and frost dam-
age.  
 
Some” How to” extension bulletins suggest us-
ing a soil survey map from the local NRCS of-
fice. Published maps are at a 1 to 24,000 map 
scale. One inch on an NRCS map equal 24,000 
inches on earth.  The problem with the NRCS 
map is the map scale. On an NRCS map the 
vineyard would be a rectangle 0.2” x 0.05”.   
 
In the fall of 2005, Larry Robeson, district con-
servationist, surveyed the vineyard into 4 
blocks of 100 ‘ x 100 ‘ and students from my 
Soil Analysis course soil surveyed the vineyard 
area at a 1” to 1200” map scale.  Students au-
gured the site down to 24 inches at the corner 
of each block.  Soil samples at 0 to 6 inches and 
18 to 24 inches where textured for % sand, % 
silt, and % clay-sized particles at each depth, 

pH and % soil organic matter.  Students 
pushed a tile probe another 24 inches to deter-
mine if large flat rock are present.   
 
The North end of the vineyard is a Lomond soil 
series while the South end is a Cumberland soil 
series.  Both soils at the site provide 48 inches 
of rooting depth. Both series are well-drained 
with a moderate permeability. The Cumber-
land series has more clay-sized particles while 
the Lomond series has more silt-sized particles 
in the soil profiles.  The clay content of the 
Cumberland increases with depth into the soil 
profile. Both soils are rated high in plant avail-
able water holding capacity.  The Cumberland 
and Lomond series are rated moderate to high 
in fertility. High fertility soils are not good 
vineyard sites.  Lush vine growth will provide 
excess shade resulting in poor fruit quality and 
lower yield.  Care must be taken when fertiliz-
ing these vines.   Future installment articles in 
this series will cover other viticulture manage-
ment issues. 
 
References: 
So you want to grow grapes in Tennessee, UT PB 
1689 
 
Grape Growing in Tennessee, UT PB 1475 
 
Growing grapes in Kentucky, http://uky.edu/agc/
pubs/id/id126/id126.htm 
 
Rutherford County Soil Survey, USDA-SCS and 
UTK Agricultural Experiment Station 
 
Cumberland Series, http://www2ftw,nrcs.usda.
gov/osd/dat/C/CUMBERLAND.html   
 
Lomond Series, http://www2.ftw.nrcs.usda.gov/
osd/dat/L/LOMOND/html.    �  

GRAPE NUGGETS 
Suitable Location And Soils For A Vineyard 
First in a Series 
W. Anderson and  T. Johnson 
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HYDRANGEAS — A versatile flowering shrub 
by K.. Smith 

HHHH 
ydrangea is one of 
the most versatile 
flowering shrubs 
which can be  

choose for the garden.  With a 
small amount of research you can 
find the perfect hydrangea for 
your special place in the garden.  
The blossoms can range in size 
from a couple of inches  to four-
teen-sixteen inches in breadth.  
Most of our hydrangeas are de-
scendents of cultivars native to the 
costal areas of central Japan; there-
fore, one must keep this type of 
climate in mind when choosing 
hydrangeas. 
 
When purchasing the hydrangea 
for the perfect spot in your garden, 
it is wise to pick one that is in 
bloom as most of the time it im-
possible to tell the difference be-
tween a mophead and a lace cap.
And, too, the plant may have been 
mislabeled or labels inadvertently 
switched. 
 
Plant hydrangeas in an area where 
it can receive the proper amount  
of water.  This plant does not do 
well in extremely hot weather, 
with the oakleaf being an excep-
tion.  It will bloom and grow well 
receiving morning sun and after-
noon shade. 
 
One should avoid purchasing and 
planting hydrangeas in the early 
spring in our area especially,  since 
we always have late frosts.  These 
little frosts can play havoc with 
plants in the emerging leaf stage. 
 
 Most authorities agree that the 
best time to transplant hydrangeas 
is when they are dormant or defo-
liated.  You must water your 
transplanted hydrangea well and 
then it probably won’t need water-

Dr. Michael Dirr is considered to 
be one of the best authorities on 
hydrangeas.  I encourage you to 
read his book,  Hydrangeas for 
American Gardens, for more de-
tailed information on growing 
hydrangeas. 
 
Share your beautiful hydrangeas.  
They can easily be propagated by 
layering.  Take a long stem near 
the bottom of the plant, place it in 
a shallow trench and cover it 
lightly with soil.  Place a brick or 
similar object on top and viola in a 
couple of months you will have a 
new plant with good roots.  Sepa-
rate the rooted branch from the 
mother plant with sharp scissors 
or pruners.  Plant in a pot and 
give it to a neighbor or friend. 
 
Hydrangeas can also be propa-
gated via “a cutting”.  Remove 
leaves from cut stem; dip cutting 
in rooting hormone; insert cutting 
into a sterile medium; water;  
cover with plastic.  Roots should 
form within two  to three weeks. 
 
Should you wish to harvest your 
hydrangea blossoms for drying, it 
is best to wait until the blossoms 
have dried slightly.  Usually Au-
gust through October is the best 
time for harvesting blossoms.  In 
our area hydrangea blossoms 
usually age to a green color.  It is 
recommended that you do not 
hang the blossoms upside down 
for drying as the stems are thin 
and weak.  Should you wish to 
retain the natural color, use a dry-
ing agent such as “Silica Gel” or 
sand.  

�
 

Reference:   
http://www.helpfulgardener.com/

hydrangea/2003/index.html 
 

ing again until warm spring weather.  
During the first year in it’s new home, 
pay particular attention to your water-
ing schedule.  It is better to water 
deeply and not too often. Too  much 
water is as devastating as being too 
dry. 
 
Authorities disagree on fertilization of 
the hydrangea with some recommend-
ing special fertilizer mixes and organic 
additions such as compost, etc.  It is 
best to never fertilize a sickly or wilted 
plant, but try to solve the problem be-
fore adding fertilizer.  Remember that 
too much nitrogen stops flowering. 
 
One advantage to having hydrangeas 
is that you can usually change the 
color of the blossoms if you desire.  
Acid soils produce blue flowers with 
base soils producing pink blossoms.   
For blue, aluminum sulfate may be 
used; however, prolonged use may 
cause a fatal buildup in the soil.  A bet-
ter choice would be to alternate alumi-
num sulfate with iron sulfate.  If  pink 
is your preference, try dolomite as a 
top dressing or drench with a quick 
lime solution.  Shoot for a pH of about 
6.0 to 6.2 since hydrangeas take up alu-
minum best at lower pH levels. 
 
“The downfall of most hydrangeas is 
improper pruning.  If you prune 
macrophyllas  too much they will not 
bloom; and if you prune too sparingly 
the paniculatas become, in Michael 
Dirr’s words,  become “monstrosities 
in the landscape”.  “ 
 
Pruning should be done by mid-
summer to shorten stems which have 
finished blooming.  Pruning in late 
summer or fall will destroy next year’s 
flower buds.  Newly introduced varie-
ties such as “Endless Summer”, 
“Penny Mac” or “All Summer Beauty” 
bloom on both old and new wood. 
 



♦ Fire Ant Solution: take a 

shovelful of one ant hill and 

dump it on the second one.  Also 

put a shovelful back on the first 

one.  If hills are large you may 

have to do this twice.  Fire Ants 

are territorial, thus the results. 

♦ August is the best time to con-

trol grubs in the lawn. 

♦ Start selecting your favorite 

bulb varieties now by searching  

catalogs so bulbs can be planted 

this fall. 

♦ For dried winter arrangements, 

flowers with petals in bright 

yellow, orange, pink and blue 

colors preserve best. 

♦ Colorful, plastic golf tees can be 

stuck in the ground to mark the 

location of dormant pants. 

♦ Container grown plants have a 

limited area from which to ab-

sorb water and may require wa-

tering several times a day. 

♦ Beware of non-traditional fertil-

izer products on the market, 

such as soil activators or condi-

tioners, nutrient release agents, 

soil innoculants, foliar sprays, 

and others.  Buy only those fer-

tilizers with a guaranteed 

analysis and those proved by 

university research to be effec-

tive. 

♦ If water puddles during irriga-

tion, the sprinkler is distribut-

ing water faster than it is being 

absorbed by the soil.  Calibrate 

the sprinkler accordingly. 

♦ To keep your gardens attrac-

tive, continue to dead-head 

spent flowers. 

♦ A mousetrap attached to the 

wall of the potting shed can be 

used to hold gloves. 

♦ Root cuttings of woody plants 

such as azaleas, holly and hy-

drangea. 

♦ Water shrubs deeply once a 

week during August. 

♦ August is a month of do nots for 

tree and shrub care.  

♦ Do not fertilize 

♦ Do no prune 

♦ Pruning and fertilizing in late 

summer may stimulate new 

growth that may not harden off 

properly for winter...wait until 

October. 

Reference:  Virginia Tech Office of Con-

sumer Horticulture.    

Reference:  Southern Living Magazine Ω 

August’s 
DID YOU KNOW 

Hydrangeas 
See article by K. Smith on page 4 

Hydrangea m Nichtigall Pam Russo:  Cut hydrangea blos-
soms with a good length stem. Put the cut blossoms in 
a container with one inch of water and place in a dark 
place.  The water will evaporate and you will have a 
beautifully dried blossom for winter arrangements. 
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           Hydrangea Grandiflora,  

     Hydrangea paniculata 

           Hydrangea Nikko Blue  

     Hydrangea macrophylla 

           Hydrangea Oakleaf  

     Hydrangea quercifolia 
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                                   MEETING CALENDAR FOR 2006 

MONTH DAY PROGRAM  REFRESHMENTS 

August     21 
  

In-Group Speaker  POT LUCK 

September     18    K. Molloy  W.Richardson, Fladung 

October     16 TBA Ellis 

November     18 M.Nevills—Edu. Dir.  Oaklands 
Mansion 

Arnold, Dickson, P.Richardson 

December     19 No Speaker—Holiday Celebra-
tion 

              POT LUCK 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 

Meeting 

22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

August 2006 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 

Meeting 

19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

September 2006 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 

Leader 

6 

Leader 

7 

Leader 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

Extrava. 

15 16  

Meeting 

17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

October 2006 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 

Meeting 

21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30   

November 2006 

● August 12 —Tomato Arts Fest     5 Points East Nashville       

                                        contact:  www.tomatoartsfest.com 

● August 16-17 — Gardening By The Drop  UT Knoxville 

$30 Pre-register before August 11  contact: Beth Babbit UTExt 

Worth 10 Master Gardener CEU hours 

● August 19-20 —  Parade of Ponds     Nashville Pond Soci.                  

tickets $10                                           contact:  615-832-7333 

● Thru August 21 — Contemporary Photography & the 

Garden                        contact:  Cheekwood: 615-356-8000 

● August 24 —                         Hosta Society of Mid. TN 

6:30 pm                        contact:  Cheekwood:615-351-3917 

● September 8-10 — Home Décorat. & Remod. Show 

Nashville Convention Center              contact: 615-748-9980 

● September 8-17 — TN State Fair        Fairgrounds Nash. 

● September 9-10— Annual Gesneriad Show & Plant Sale                          

contact:   Cheekwood:  615-794-3553 

● September 16-17— Orchid Treasure                                                         

contact:  Cheekwood: 615-262-4030  

● September 23-24— Mini Bonsai Show                          

contact:  Cheekwood: 615-356-8000 

● September 30 — Herb Day Lectures & Plant Sale      

contact:  Cheekwood: 615-356-8000 

●October 5-7—Master Gardener Leadership Confer-

ence—Jackson, TN 

● October 14 — FALL EXTRAVAGANZA—Master 

Gardeners of Rutherford County—Lane Agri Park 

● October 14-29 — Fall Parade of Homes—Brentwood 

(Annadale) 

● November 24-December 23 — Season of Celebration  

Cheekwood          contact: 615-356-8000 

EVENTS CALENDAR 

Take Note 



GARDEN GLIMPSES 
 

From Our Members’ Gardens 

 
GARDENING HINTS THAT WORK 

for 
Master Gardeners of Rutherford County 

Care For Your Humming Bird Feeder 

From K. Miller 

During this time of the year, keep a sharper watch on your humming bird 

feeders.  The hot weather tends to cause the feeding mixture to deteriorate 

more quickly bringing possible harm to our little friends.  My wife tends to 

prefer to change the mixture every 2-3 days when it is extremely hot as it is 

now.  When the weather begins to cool back down, the requirement is not as 

critical.  The “hummers” will begin stocking up their nutrients for their long 

trip of 1,200 to 1,500 miles.  Quite a way to go for a winter vacation. 

 

Patio Area—Jones Garden 
Water Feature—Jones Garden 

This is a monthly feature with pictures of 

gardens created by  our members.  I hope 

that all of you will take pictures of your 

gardens and send them to me so that 

they, too, may be featured for others to 

admire. 

           K. Smith, Editor           K. Smith, Editor           K. Smith, Editor           K. Smith, Editor 
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Side View—Jones Garden 

Rear View — Jones Garden 
View of Patio from Home—Jones Garden 

Male Male Male Male     
Ruby ThroatedRuby ThroatedRuby ThroatedRuby Throated    
HummingbirdHummingbirdHummingbirdHummingbird    



THE RAIDER  
J. & K. Smith Garden 

 
When we moved to Middle Tennessee five years ago, we 
came from Memphis where we had an extremely large yard 
bordering on about 2-1/2 acres of woods.  Our home also 
had many large trees as well as a dense population of “tree 
rats”.  Why are we telling you this?  First, we thought we had 
left all of our “tree rat” friends behind, since the area where 
we presently live does not have many large old trees. 

The first time I had ever seen a blue bird closely was during 
the first year in this area.  The area has now mushroomed 
with additional subdivisions and the loss of old trees.  The 
blue birds have not returned. 

By adding a bird feeder, we thought that we might attract the 
blue birds as well as other nice birds, especially since we 
have a bath in close proximity to the feeder. 

Low & behold, as you can see in the picture, the first thing 
we attracted was the beloved “tree rat”!  Did he find us by 
migrating all the way from Memphis?  After modifying the 
feeder, thankfully, the squirrel has not returned. 

Featured Photo of the Month 

The Raider -  J & K Smith Garden 
Picture taken from inside home through the window  

“The SCOOP” is the monthly newsletter of the Master Gardeners of Rutherford County, Ten-

nessee and is published the week after the monthly meeting by email.   Those members without 

email and who are not able to attend meetings may receive the newsletter by U.S. postal mail.  

The deadline for articles, pictures, events, etc. to be included in the newsletter is the third Friday 

of each month. 

Meetings are held on the third Monday of each month at the Lane Agri-Park at 6:30  p.m., unless 

specified.  Membership is $25 for a single, or $35 for a couple residing at the same address.  All 

memberships are valid January through December  and are prorated. 

Memberships in the Master Gardeners of Rutherford County are open to those interested in 

learning, teaching, and volunteering for the purpose of  educating the community in all phases of 

gardening. 

PLEASE NOTE:  MASTER GARDENER CERTIFICATION REQUIRES 40 HOURS OF TRAINING PLUS 40 HOURS OF VOLUN-

TEER SERVICE.  RECERTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS ARE 25 VOLUNTEER HOURS, PLUS 8 HOURS OF CONTINUING 

EDUCATION PER YEAR.  ATTENDANCE AT MEETINGS COUNTS AS 1.5 HOURS FOR CONTINUING EDUCATION AND 1.5 

HOURS FOR ADMINISTRATION. 

Programs in agriculture and natural resources, 4-H 
youth development, family and consumer sciences and 
resource development.  University of Tennessee Insti-
tute of Agriculture, U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
county governments cooperating, UT Extension, and 
Tennessee State University provide equal opportunities 
in programs and employment. 

MASTER GARDENERS OF RUTHERFORD 
COUNTY 

Newsletter Editor: 
Email: ksmith555@bellsouth.net 

 
Lane Agri-Park 
315 John R. Rice Blvd. 
Murfreesboro, TN 37129 
Phone: 615-898-7710 

THE AUGUST MEETING WILL BE POT LUCK                             
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Don’t Let GoDon’t Let GoDon’t Let GoDon’t Let Go    


