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TRIM UP GARDEN NOW SO SPRING'S A BREEZE

Director Tibton County Extension

AUTUMN

EXTRAVAGANZA
ctober 14, 20

Editor’s Note: This article was copied from the

Memphis Commercial Appeal. For those of you

who are new to our organization, Mr. Leigh is the

brother of Rutherford County Extension Agent, A.

Tuggle. i
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Master Gardeners of Rutherford County Web Site: http://www.mastergardeners-rc.org

COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS for 2006 PROJECTS 2006 Volunteers Needed
Phone: Waites, Chair; Dallas, B.Jones, S. Lehto Garden Basics 2007 ®  Demonstration Garden
Community Projects: Anderson, Chair Fall Extravaganza 2007 ®  Beliwood Elementary

Speakers” Bureau: Richardson, Chair
Refreshments: Fladung, Hollingsworth, Dill
Special Events: B. Fedorowicz

Historian: McCray

Brown Bag School Discovery Garden

L4 Grape Vines at Lane Agri-
Diagnostic Clinics = kp g
ar|

Senior Citizen Center o Orchard at Lane Agri-Park

Sam Davis Home in Smyrna o Rain Garden at MTSU

Public Relations: Miller
Web Site Coordinator: Ellis
Newsletter: K. Smith, Editor
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GARDENING HINTS THAT WORK
for
Master Gardeners of Rutherford County

From W. Richardson

Each time | trim the trailing vines of my philodendron, | put them in a vase of water. They root
easily, and | always have greenery to which | can add any kind of fresh flowers for an arrangement.
Recently, | added “Knock Out Roses” from the yard to the vase of philodendron giving me an
instant arrangement for entertaining and/or personal enjoyment. You can keep adding
philodendron until the vase is full, then start another vase if desired. If too many roots develop,

just trim them off. It will not hurt the cuttings as they will keep growing roots. Don’t forget to

keep water in the vase. You can also transplant the rooted philodendron to a soil-filled container
for another plant to keep or give to friends.

When trimming “Persian Shield” growing in our containers, | put the trimmings in a vase of water
and they rooted. This gives me another choice for colorful foliage for table arrangements.

All gardeners have learned: winter follows fall, spring follows winter, and frost follows planting.

W. Richardson

Persian Shield has been called the “spice of life” in the
garden. It is actually a soft-stemmed shrub which has in-
significant pale blue flowers but generally grown for its
beautiful foliage. This plant hales from Burma and does
not over-winter in cooler zones. Within the right envi-
ronment, the Persian Shield will grow five feet high and
three feet wide, and in some cases grown as a ground
cover. This plant can be easily propagated by node an-
choring or by cuttings as mentioned above.

Persian Shield
Strobilanthes Dyerianus
(stro-bi-LAN-thez)

By: K.Smith

Reference: www.emilycompost.com

T Node anchoring or node cuttings are when you take a cutting of a stem
right below a node. This is a better method of getting success than taking a cut just anywhere on
the stem. It is mentioned for the Persian Shield because the success rate for stem cuttings for the
Persian Shield is not that great and cutting right below the node gives it a better chance.

Reference: www.emilycompost.com
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Sixth in a Series of Eight
By J. Smith

LANDSCAPE DESIGN

All of the recognized landscape
design references agree that a site
is divided into three (3) individual
design areas. These three areas
are (1) entrance or public, (2) rear
or family and (3) service areas.
We will visit each of these areas
and determine the best way to de-
velop a design for each area.

The front of a site is the most of-
ten seen by the general public.
Those just driving or walking by
and those entering the property
see it. It should be simple, attrac-
tive, functional, and compatible
with the neighborhood. It is the
place for the house number, mail-
box, well-defined entrance, and
walkways. It should have appro-
priately sized trees and shrubs,
ground covers and turf grasses
appropriate for the site. It should
not be over planted, which creates
confusion and may become “busy”.

The family area should be a re-
flection of how the family will use
the area. It should be functional,
attractive, and personally pleas-

ing to those who will be using it.
If it is to be used for entertaining
it should have the tables, chairs,
grills, and water, electricity and

other amenities necessary to en-
tertain guests. If small children
are to use the area play facilities
that are safe and as accident free
as possible should be made avail-
able. Children’s areas should also
be safe as possible from any intru-
sion by unwanted visitors and ani-
mals. If physical activities are im-
portant to the family the basket-
ball goals, tennis courts, horse-
shoe pits, and swimming pools

may need to be allowed for.

You may want to consider some
type of screening for the family
areas. This can be accomplished
through the use of earth berms,
walls, fences and hedges. These
will prevent any unwelcome guest
from joining the Fourth of July
cookout, and help protect children
or handicapped family members
from outside interference.

The most difficult areas to land-
scape are the service areas. This
is where the air conditioning
equipment, meters, on-site addi-
tional parking, garbage contain-
ers, clothes lines, compost piles
are usually located. It is also
probably the area where passage
from the front to the rear may
have to take place for some con-
struction projects. Screening of
some type is almost always a ne-
cessity to prevent the activities
occurring here from being seen
from the public area. In most in-
stances these areas receive the
“leftovers” from any landscape
project.

By: K. Smith

PLANTS THAT CLEAN THE AIR

These plants will pu-
rify the air indoors N
and in offices. Espe- | W,
cially toxins from
carpet, furniture,
plastics, plywood,

B~

varnishes, stains,
and adhesives.
e Spider Plant
(chlorophytom comosum)

e Pothos

o Warneckei dracaena
(Dracaena deremensis
warneckei)

o English Ivy (Hedera he-
lix)

e Rubber Plant (Ficus ro-
busta)

¢ Lady Palm (Rhapsi ex-
celsa)

e Peace Lily
(Spathiphyllum)

e Mother-in-law's tongue
(Sanseveria tritasciata)

e Schefflera (Brassaia
actinaplylla)

e Corn Plant (Dracaena fra-
grans)

Reference: www.emilycompost.
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MINUTES OF MEETING
September 19, 2006
By Amy Blanton, Secretary
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MEETING CALENDAR FOR 2006
MONTH | DAY PROGRAM REFRESHMENTS
October 16 | Danny Sapp—State Arborist Everyone bring a small snack
k November 18 | M.Nevills—Edu. Dir. Oaklands | Everyone bring a small snack
Mansion
December 19 | No Speaker—Holiday Celebra- POT LUCK
tion

Members voted to change the refreshment format. Instead of members signing up for a certain
date, ALL MEMBERS are to bring a small snack, desert, etc. (Example: a bag of chips, crackers,
cheese, etc.)

October 2006

EVENTS CALENDAR

Leader | Leader B October 5-7—Master Gardener Leadership Confer-

8 o 10 1 12 13 ﬁ ence—Jackson, TN

15 -l7 18 19 20 B October 14 — AUTUMN GARDEN EXTRAVA-
GANZA—Master Gardeners of Rutherford

County—Lane Agri Park

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 JEA
& B October 14-29 — Fall Parade of Homes—
Brentwood (Annadale)

B November 24-December 23 — Season of Celebra-

i tion Cheekwood contact: 615-356-8000
k5 November 2006
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December 2006
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9:00 a.m.

9:30-10:10 a.m.

sity

11:00-11:45 a.m.

1:15-1:55 p.m.

2:15-3:00 p.m.

3:15-3:55 p.m.

Autumn Garden Extravaganza

Saturday, October 14, 2006 — 9:00 a.m. — 4:30 p.m.
Lane Agri Park, 315 John Rice Blvd. Murfreesboro, TN

Gates Open — Tradeshow Open All Day

Children’s Activities All Day — David Cook, Entomology & Plant Pathology, Univ. of TN
Kathy Leone & Audrey Rich — Master Gardeners

Demonstrations (Running Concurrently)
Station A
= Dethatching, Aeration and Seeding Lawns
Anthony Tuggle, Cooperative Ext. Program/Extension Agent, TN State Univer-

Station B
» Preparing Roses for Winter — Larry and Pat Richardson, Master Gardeners

= Seasonal Container Gardening — Beverly Jones, Master Gardener

Station C
» Creating New Plants by Dividing Perennials
Beverly Waites, Woody Hollingsworth and Jean Cronin, Master Gardeners

“A Step Up From the Ordinary”
Curtis Stewart, Associate Professor and Registered Landscape Architect, Uni-
versity of Tennessee — Take your landscape design a step up by adding objects
to enhance the design of your garden such as paths, trellises and other land-
scape features.

11:45 a.m.-1:15 p.m.  Visit Vendors — Free Lunch to ticket holders

Demonstrations (Running Concurrently)

Station B — Repeat

Station C — Repeat
Station D
» Flower Arranging — Patsy Huffman, Master Gardener

= Drying Flowers and Herbs — Beth Fedorowicz, Master Gardener

Station E
= Automatic, Economical Watering System
Don Richardson and Jack Smith, Master Gardeners

“Creating a Low Maintenance Landscape Design”
Donna Fare, USDA Horticulturist, Otis L. Floyd Nursery Research Center
Create a landscape of seasonal colors with emphasis on enjoyment as well as
low maintenance.
Demonstrations (Running Concurrently)

Repeat Station A

Repeat Station D

Repeat Station E
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Featured Photo of the Month

Crepe Myrtles for Fall Color

Photos from Southern Living Magazine Website

Oakleaf Hydrangea for Fall Color

VOLUNTEER FOR THE AUTUMN GARDEN EXTRAVAGANZA

MASTER GARDENERS OF RUTHERFORD
COUNTY

Lane Agri-Park

315 John R. Rice Blvd.
Murfreesboro, TN 37129
Phone: 615-898-7710

Newsletter Editor:
Email: ksmith555@bellsouth.net

w ennessee BF

MASTER GARDENER

Programs in agriculture and natural resources, 4-H
youth development, family and consumer sciences and
resource development. University of Tennessee Insti-
tute of Agriculture, U.S. Department of Agriculture,
county governments cooperating, UT Extension, and
Tennessee State University provide equal opportunities
in programs and employment.

“The SCOOP” is the monthly newsletter of the Master Gardeners of Rutherford County, Ten-
nessee and is published the week after the monthly meeting by email. Those members without
email and who are not able to attend meetings may receive the newsletter by U.S. postal mail.
The deadline for articles, pictures, events, etc. to be included in the newsletter is the third Friday

of each month.

Meetings are held on the third Monday of each month at the Lane Agri-Park at 6:30 p.m., unless
specified. Membership is $25 for a single, or $35 for a couple residing at the same address. All

memberships are valid January through December and are prorated.

Memberships in the Master Gardeners of Rutherford County are open to those interested in
learning, teaching, and volunteering for the purpose of educating the community in all phases of

gardening.

PLEASE NOTE: MASTER GARDENER CERTIFICATION REQUIRES 40 HOURS OF TRAINING PLUS 40 HOURS OF VOLUN-
TEER SERVICE. RECERTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS ARE 25 VOLUNTEER HOURS, PLUS 8 HOURS OF CONTINUING
EDUCATION PER YEAR. ATTENDANCE AT MEETINGS COUNTS AS |.5 HOURS FOR CONTINUING EDUCATION AND 1.5
HOURS FOR ADMINISTRATION.




