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Yolunteer for

Garden Basics 2007

ust a short note to everyone

who participated in the

“Autumn Garden Extrava-

ganza” to say THANK
YOU for all your hard work and ef-
forts to make the day a success.
While we would always like to have
more people attend to learn and take
part in the activities, from all I have
heard, those in attendance appreci-
ated the time and effort we put forth.
The demonstrations and lectures
were all well attended and numerous
questions were asked and answered.
Let’s look forward to next year with
the resolve to make next year’s effort
even more interesting and well at-
tended.

I think I would be remiss if I did not
give a special thanks to the chairman
of the Extravaganza Committee for
all the hard work and planning she

put in to make the program the suc-
cess it was. THANKS, WANDA!

Our next program is “Garden Basics
2007” coming up in February. We
have had a few volunteers to express
the desire to help teach the an-
nounced classes, but we need more
volunteers to make the program the
success it was last February. Please
give me, or Anthony, a call or see one
of us at the next meeting if you would
like to assist. Both of our phone num-
bers are in The Directory each of you
has received.

Again, thank you for all your help
with the Extravaganza, and for the
help you will give with our next pro-
ject.

). Smith, President Q

Master Gardeners of Rutherford County Web Site: http://lwww.mastergardeners-rc.org

COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS for 2006

Historian: McCray

Public Relations: Miller
Web Site Coordinator: Ellis
Newsletter: K. Smith, Editor

Phone: Waites, Chair; Dallas, B.Jones, S. Lehto
Community Projects: Anderson, Chair

Speakers” Bureau: Richardson, Chair
Refreshments: Fladung, Hollingsworth, Dill
Special Events: B. Fedorowicz

PROJECTS 2006 Volunteers Needed

Brown Bag

Diagnostic Clinics

Garden Basics 2007 (] Demonstration Garden

Fall Extravaganza 2007 L] Bellwood Elementary

School Discovery Garden

L4 Grape Vines at Lane Agri-
Park

Senior: Citizen Center L4 Orchard at Lane Agri-Park

Sam Davis Home in Smyrna o Rain Garden at MTSU

Earn Credit Hours toward Certification

By Volunteering
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DID YOU KNOW

OVER THE FENCE
by: W. Hollingsworth

e Sow seeds of poppies, larkspur, Johnny-
jump-up, sweet peas, forget-me-not. You
should see seedlings this fall, which will over
winter and make vigorous plants in the
spring.

¢ Root your favorite coleus in water to enjoy
indoors. Just clip off 6-8 inch stem, strip the
lower third of leaves, and put in water. Place
the container in a sunny window and you
will have a rooted plant for spring planting.

e Cilantro—for a fresh supply of this fla-
vorful herb, sow seed directly into the
garden this month. Be careful not to cut
more than half the leaves on a plant at
one time during the winter in order to
have an abundant plant in the spring.

e Never put discarded tomato vines in the
compost pile, as tomato vines usually
harbor some sort of disease that can be
transferred to a future garden.

o To preserve fall leaves, first, pick the
leaves at their color peak. Wipe away
any rain spots with a damp cloth. Melt
clear wax in the top of a double boiler,
and let it cool for about 5 minutes. Hold
each leaf by the stem dipping it quickly
in the wax. Hang to dry.

o If your African violets refuse to bloom,
even though they are potted in special
African violet soil and fed with African
violet fertilizer, here’s a tip. Each time
you empty a plastic milk jug, pour a little
water into the unrinsed jug, and use this
water on the violets.

o To keep squirrels out of your bird feeder,
hang the feeder from a straightened coat
hanger, leaving the hook to place over a
tree limb and a curl at the other end to
hold the feeder. Coat the wire with solid
shortening. Hang the feeder at eye level,
away from the trunk or nearby limbs. o

AROUND THE GARDEN
by: W. Hollingsworth

Lawns: Patch any bare or thin areas of cool-
season grass. Rake to remove any debris, then
spread seeds (the same kind as your lawn) at the
full rate where lawns are bare or at half-rate
where the turf is thin. Work the seeds in by
dragging the back of the rake across the surface.
Water daily. Mow when grass is 3 in. tall.

The change in weather will bring out an-
nual cool-season weeds such as henbit, clover,
and chickweed. If they have sprouted in lawns,
apply a broadleaf weed killer such as Weed-B-
Gon to eradicate them before they get out of
hand. Be sure to follow label directions.
Spray on a calm day to minimize the herbicide
drifting onto other plants.

Fall Cleanup: When you are cutting back and
cleaning up the remains of summer gardens,
leave some dead stalks in unobtrusive locations.
The seeds or berries will attract birds to your
winter garden. Fungal diseases often survive
the change of seasons in the mulch and debris
beneath a plant. Roses, peonies, camellias, and
even fruit trees can be re-infected by the previ-
ous season’s flowers, fruit, and foliage that lie on
the ground. Before you apply fresh mulch this
fall, it’s a good idea to clean out the old. It may
save you dollars spent on fungicides and time
spent spraying in the long run.

Perennials: To restore vigorous growth to peren-
nials and increase the number of plants in your
garden, divide phlox, coreopsis, black-eyed
Susans, and coneflowers every 3-4 years. Au-
tumn is an excellent time to do this and most
perennials are nearing dormancy. Lift the entire
plant or clump using a garden spade or fork.
Shake off excess soil so you can see the separate
crowns that grow from the single mass of roots.
Tease the crowns apart, or cut them apart with a
knife, trowel or other sharp garden tool if they
are very crowded. Each division should have a
shoot with roots attached. Replant in previously
prepared beds, keeping the divisions moist and
shaded until replanting is complete. @




VOLUME 1, ISSUE 10

THE SCOOP

PAGE 3

AUTUMN GARDEN EXTRAVAGANZA GLIMPSES

Vendor Exhibit

Automatic, Economical Watering Systems—
Drip Irrigation

Flower Arranging

Lecture Series

Children’s Activities — Bugs, Bugs, Bugs
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AN EDUCATIONAL ROLE FOR MASTER GARDENERS
INTHE PUBLIC SCHOOLS

By: A.. Rich, W. Anderson—M aster Gardeners & A. Tuggle, Assistant Extension Agent

As a Master Gardener, you can help improve educational achievement of public edu-
cation in Rutherford County. Do you want to know how?

School gardens do motivate students to study math and science. Students that do
participate in gardening projects score significantly higher on science achievement
test than those students taught in the classroom. Gardening is equally effective in
teaching science to boys and girls. These statistics are from a Better Crops article:

Pre- Post-
Teaching # of test test Mean
Subject Group students mean mean _grain
Science Garden 22 35 206 17.1
Traditional 70 34 5.7 34
Math Garden 22 219 304 8.5
Traditional 70 18.8 199 1.1

Garden activities limited to once a week helped students improve achievement test

scores. Junior Master Gardener (JMG) curriculum covers math, science, horticul-

ture and the environment and correlate to state teaching standards. The JMG cur-
riculum is aimed at grades 3 through 8 with group and independent study. A side

benefit is that it helps to get students interested in reading.

Students can participate through school, home schools, and in after-school pro-
grams. Teachers need help starting and maintaining a school garden. Before start-
ing, teachers and parents need to work out what clothes and shoes should be worn
on garden days. What type tools can be used safely? What types of amendments
and fertilizers can be used? What type of pest control program should be used?
What should be done with the garden during the summer? Schools without space
for an outdoor garden may use indoor container gardens.

Do you know of a teacher or school that might be interested in JMG? The Ten-
nessean for 8-17-06 published an article stating a 40% jump in mid-state students
not meeting the “No Child Left Behind” law. JMG can fill an immediate need.

Our next article will be on getting started with a JMG Fall Gardens at school.

References
http://www.nsta.org/main/news/stories/nsta_story.php?news_story ID=51432 Q
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MEETING CALENDAR FOR 2006

MONTH | DAY PROGRAM REFRESHMENTS
November 18 | M.Nevills—Edu. Dir. Oaklands | Everyone bring a small snack
Mansion
December 19 | No Speaker—Holiday Celebra- POT LUCK
tion

Members voted to change the refreshment format. Instead of members signing up for a certain
date, ALL MEMBERS are to bring a small snack, desert, etc. (Example: a bag of chips, crackers,
cheese, etc.)

Events CALENDAR

November 2006

® Thru November 5 — Sam Davis Home Exhibit, “A
House In Mourning” contact: 615-459-2341

o November | | — 4th Annual Flash & Sizzle Cooks’

Tour Discovery Center contact: 615-890-2300

o November 14 — Oaklands Historic House Annual
Membership Luncheon contact: 615-893-0022

19 -21 22 2875 (24 25
B
g P o November 24-December 23 — Season of Celebra-
26 27 = » 30 tion Cheekwood contact: 615-356-8000
e November 25-December 31 — A Civil War
% December 2006 Christmas-Sam Davis Home contact: 615-459-2341
20
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat o November 30-December 31 — Christmas at Bel-
1 2 mont Belmont Mansion  contact: 615-460-5459
3 4 5 6 7 8 9 e December | — Rutherford County Christmas
Tree Lighting contact: 615-895-1887
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
o December 9 — Christmas at Cannonsburgh —
17 20 21 22 23 Cannonsburgh Village contact: 615-890-0355
24 57 28 29 30 o December 9 — Oaklands Candlelight Tour of
Homes contact: 615-893-0022
31
; % J(an(]I’y 2007 The December Meeting
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat will be the annual
! ? I ! ’ 6 ' Christmas Social.
7 8 9 10 11 12 13 Everyone should plan
to bring a dish.
4 -16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30 31
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Featured Photos of the Month

Autumn Extravaganga 2006

Flower Arranging Demonstration

Seasonal Container Gardening

VOLUNTEER FOR

GARDEN BASICS 2007

MASTER GARDENERS OF RUTHERFORD
COUNTY

Lane Agri-Park

315 John R. Rice Blvd.
Murfreesboro, TN 37129
Phone: 615-898-7710

Newsletter Editor:
Email: ksmith555@bellsouth.net

w ennessee BF

MASTER GARDENER

Programs in agriculture and natural resources, 4-H
youth development, family and consumer sciences and
resource development. University of Tennessee Insti-
tute of Agriculture, U.S. Department of Agriculture,
county governments cooperating, UT Extension, and
Tennessee State University provide equal opportunities
in programs and employment.

“The SCOOP” is the monthly newsletter of the Master Gardeners of Rutherford County, Ten-
nessee and is published the week after the monthly meeting by email. Those members without
email and who are not able to attend meetings may receive the newsletter by U.S. postal mail.
The deadline for articles, pictures, events, etc. to be included in the newsletter is the third Friday

of each month.

Meetings are held on the third Monday of each month at the Lane Agri-Park at 6:30 p.m., unless
specified. Membership is $25 for a single, or $35 for a couple residing at the same address. All

memberships are valid January through December and are prorated.

Memberships in the Master Gardeners of Rutherford County are open to those interested in
learning, teaching, and volunteering for the purpose of educating the community in all phases of

gardening.

PLEASE NOTE: MASTER GARDENER CERTIFICATION REQUIRES 40 HOURS OF TRAINING PLUS 40 HOURS OF VOLUN-
TEER SERVICE. RECERTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS ARE 25 VOLUNTEER HOURS, PLUS 8 HOURS OF CONTINUING
EDUCATION PER YEAR. ATTENDANCE AT MEETINGS COUNTS AS |.5 HOURS FOR CONTINUING EDUCATION AND 1.5
HOURS FOR ADMINISTRATION.




