
Many of you have been working hard and want to 
enter those hours! Here are some simple instruc-
tions if it has been a while. 
 
Instructions for Online Registration and 

Reporting 
 
As a Master Gardener, you are responsible 
for turning in a volunteer hour report.  You 
may choose to enter your own volunteer 
hours or have the designated record keeper 
enter them for you. To do this, everyone 
must register to be verified as a legitimate 
Master Gardener by an Extension agent. If you 
do not have access to a computer, please have 
the designated record keeper register you and 
enter contact, profile and hour information. 
  
Step 1. Go to the Tennessee Master Gar-
dener Website. (You can also link to this site 
through the Master Gardeners of Rutherford 
County Website) 
http://mastergardener.tennessee.edu 
  

Step 2. Click on the “Master Gardener Re-
sources” link on the right column. 
  
Step 3. Read the page. If you have not regis-
tered, click the word “register.” 
  
Step 4. Enter 
your first and 
last name, then 
your entire 
email address. 
Use the drop-
down menu to 
search for your 
agent’s name. 
Click the 
“Submit” button. 
  
Step 5. Wait for an email confirmation from 
your Extension agent. You should have a new 
username and password. If you do not have a 
response within a week, please contact your 
county Extension office and ask to be verified. 

(Continued on page 2) 

Instructions for Entering Volunteer Hours 
By: Beth Babbit 
Horticulture Specialist/Master Gardener Coordinator 
UT Extension—Plant Sciences 

the SCOOP 

Gardening Tips for May 
By: Anthony P. Tuggle 
Extension Agent—UT Extension 
As the old saying goes, “April showers brings 

May flowers”, but we have enjoyed a beautiful 

and colorfully April as well.  We are still en-

joying the blooming wildflowers, bulbs, 

spring-flowering trees and shrubs such as 

azalea, rhododendron and kalmia at this time. 

Adding mulch to our landscape has really im-

proved the appearances of our gardens. 

 

Lawns: 
 

Most of winter annual weeds have started to 

fade into the background as our tall fescues are 

continue to look great and Bermuda has started 

to green up.  As the weather continues to 

warm,  there are some summer annuals we 

need to start to prepare for such as crabgrass 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Step 6. Log onto the Master Gardener Re-
source Website (at the bottom of the page) 
by entering your user name and password. [If 
you have forgotten your password contact 
your agent to look it up on your profile. At 
this time user names cannot be reset but this 
can also be verified by your agent.] 
  
Step 7. Enter your contact information and 
submit. Be sure to indicate if you would like 
to be included in the county directory. 
  
Step 8. Enter your profile and submit. 
  
Step 9. Enter your volunteer hours. You can 
enter hours for each separate project. 
A)  Indicate if you are a project leader (see 
guidelines for description). 
B)  Name the project or describe the activity. 
C)  Indicate which type of volunteer hours 
the project or activity should fall under (see 
description of Administrative, Community and 
Education in Guidelines). 
D)   Insert the number of miles traveled to 
project (if any). Mileage records are for your 

documentation only (a reference if you deduct 
miles on your taxes), they do not count for 
MG or Extension benefit. 
E)    Report any gift or grant dollars earned 
for this project (only if you are the project 
leader). 
F)   Click Submit 
  
Step 10: Enter CE credits. 
A)  Name the educational event. 
B)  Enter the date(s) you attended this event. 
C)  Click submit 
 List the approved number of hours for the 
event. 
 
Note:  UT needs all hours entered by October 1, 
2008 in order to submit for funding.   
 

 

Entering Hours 

6. Ignoring the 

Seasons 

7. Overlooking 

Maintenance 

8. Too Much of the 

Same Thing 

9. Impulse Buying 

10. Failing to be 

Family-Friendly 

11. Using the Wrong Tools 

12. Irrational Irrigation 

13. Scattered Color 

14. Improper Pruning 

15. Being Short-Sighted 

16. Not Accounting for Wildlife 

17. Picking the Wrong Plants 

18. Failing to Fertilize Properly 

19. Using the Wrong-Size Pots 

20. Forgetting the View From 

Your Window 

21. Cutting Grass Too Short 

22. Planting Too Deeply 

23. Planting in the Wrong Place 

24. Forgetting to Recycle 

25. Excessive Lawn Ornamenta-

tion 

I caught a glimpse of this program on HGTV and 

thought it might be helpful, especially when we 

are queried.  Many thanks to HGTV for making 

these points. For details on how to avoid these 

mistakes, go the http://www.hgtv.com/hgtv/

gl_landscaping_design/article/0,,

HGTV_3596_5841594,00.html to get the de-

tails on each. K. Smith, Editor 

 

1. Not Having A Plan 

2. Mismatched Style 

3. Neglecting Curb Appeal 

4. Overlooking Exterior Lighting 

5. Underestimating the Cost 

HGTV’s 25 Biggest Landscaping Mistakes 
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Sam Davis Historic Home 

Needs Volunteers 

If you still have 
questions or run into a 
problem entering your 
hours, Keith Miller has 
generously volunteered 
his expertise, so give 
him a call. 



hands-on learning experiences in this ever-

growing field of agriculture.  Dr. Tony Johns-

ton stated in his weekly column appearing in 

the local paper that there were only about 500 

acres in Tennessee dedicated to vineyards 

and more are needed. 

This work session can be counted toward 

your volunteer hours. 

(Continued from page 1) 

and Goosegrass.  These 

grasses can be prevented by 

using Pre-emergence herbi-

cides such as (Balan, benefin, 

Dimension, dithiopyr, Pendu-

lum or Halts Crabgrass Pre-

venter, pendimethalin) and 

many others work great on 

summer annuals and some 

perennial weeds. 

 

It is also a good time to fertil-

ize our warm season grass 

like 

Ber-

muda and Zoysia. It is best to 

apply fertilizer based on a soil 

test.  If you don’t have a soil 

test, you may want to use a 

complete fertilizer such as 15-

15-15 or 10-10-10. 

 

Trees and Shrubs: 
 

Selectively prune spring-

flowering shrubs such as 

azalea, forsythia, weigela and 

lilac.  Apply water to newly 

transplanted plants.  Plants 

need about 1 to 1 ½ inches of 

water per week. It is also a 

good time to train or tie new 

vines and climbing roses to 

trellises or posts with twine. 

 

Perennials, Annuals & 
Bulbs: 
 

Continue to stake tall-growing 

perennials such as foxglove 

and true lilies.  By deadhead-

ing or pruning flowers on 

your perennials, it will stimu-

late them to re-bloom. You 

can also pinch back annuals 

like zinnias, salvias and petu-

nias to encourage bushier 

plants and greater flower pro-

duction. 

 

Planting of gladiolus can be 

done at this time.  I would 

plant them in two-week inter-

vals to extend their bloom 

period.  As other spring-

flower bulbs start to lose their 

flowers, wait to remove their 

foliage until it has completely 

died back. 

 

Fruit and Vegetables & 

Herbs: 
 

Spray fruit trees and grapes 

early with a preventative fun-

gicide to head off diseases 

and avoid using in-

secticides while 

in flower to 

protect bees 

and other 

pollinators.  

Pick straw-

berries early in the day 

for longer freshness and fertil-

ize after you harvest with 

about 2 lbs of 10-10-10 per 

100 sq. ft. 

 

Direct-seed summer vegeta-

bles (yellow squash, zucchini, 

cucumber, melons) and an-

nual flowers at this time.  You 

can also transplant tomatoes, 

peppers, eggplants, basil and 

other herbs.  Take a little time 

to keep birdbaths filled with 

fresh water and provide 

enough food for those with 

new hatchling. 

 

 

Park. 

This is the spring for the vine-

yard, so those of you who have 

volunteered during this time will 

be able to see the progress of the 

vines compared to the begin-

ning.  Those of you who are 

new to vitaculture will be able to have 

Would you like to know more 

about raising grapes?  There 

is no better way to learn than 

by doing. 

Saturday, May 14  begin-
ning at 2:00 p.m. there will 

be a work session at the Vine-

yard located at the Lane-Agri-

Direct Seed summer 
vegetables and annual 
flowers. 

Volunteer for Vineyard  

Gardening Tips 
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Schedule of Events 

• May 10—Hosta Society Annual Plant 
Sale —Maryland Farms Brentwood YMA 
9:00-12:00 am. 

• May 14-Volunteer for work in Vineyard 
Lane Agri Park 

• May 17-18—2008 Pond-Tour benefiting 
Tennessee Children’s Home   Call 615-599-
9976 

• May 17—Middle Tennessee Plant Swap—
Henry Horton State Park—Lecture: “Drought 
Tolerant Perennials & Annuals” 

• May 19—MGRC Monthly Meeting 

• May 22—Brown Bag—I.D. & Controlling 
Fire Ants 

• June 7—Monroe Harding’s 6th Annual 
“Seeds of Faith” self-guided garden tour of 
6 spectacular gardens—Nashville, TN 

• June 7—5th Annual Willow Springs Court-
yard Tour—Willow Springs subdivision—
Franklin, TN 

• June 14—2008 Secret Garden Tour—Benefit 
the Discovery Center at Murfree Spring 

• June 16o—MGRC Monthly Meeting 

• June 18-21—Southern Region Master Gar-
dener Conference—Oklahoma City, OK 

• June 16—Brown Bag—Water-Wise Land-
scaping 

• June 28-29—UT Gardens Blooms Day— 
Knoxville  

• July 10—UT Summer Celebration—Jackson, 
TN 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 
Mother’s 

Day 

12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 

Meeting 

20 21 22 23 Brown  
Bag 

24 

25 26 

Memorial 
Day 

27 28 29 30 31 

May 2008 

Month Day Program Refreshments 

May 19 Wildlife in your 

Garden—M.Spence 

Finger Food 

June 16 TBA Finger Food 

July 21 TBA Finger Food 

MEETING CALENDAR FOR 2008 

2008 OFFICERS 
Master Gardeners of Rutherford County  

President:                      Jack Smith 
Vice President:               Linda Goetz 
Secretary:                      Judy Cunningham 
Treasurer:                      Emily Arnold 

2008 COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

Speakers Bureau                Don Richardson 
Public Relations                 Keith Miller 
Special Events                   Beth Fedorowicz 
Historian                            Emmet McCrary 
Newsletter                         Katherine Smith 
Telephone                          Wanda Richardson 
Food Coordinator             Emily Arnold 
Vineyard                            Warren Anderson 
Garden Basics                    Jack Smith 
Jr. Gardener                       Linda Goetz 
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Master Gardeners of Rutherford County 

Lane Agri-Park 

315 John R. Rice Blvd. 

Murfreesboro, TN 37129 

Phone: 615-898-7710 

Fax: 615-898-7999 

Newsletter Editor: 

Email: ksmith555@bellsouth.net 

Programs in agriculture and natural resources, 4-H 
youth development, family and consumer sciences and 
resource development.  University of Tennessee Insti-
tute of Agriculture, U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
county governments cooperating, UT Extension, and 
Tennessee State University provide equal opportunities 
in programs and employment. 

“The Scoop” is the official newsletter of the Master Gardeners of Rutherford 
County, Tennessee and is published by email the first week of the month.  Those 
members without email and who are not able to attend meeting may receive the 
newsletter by U.S. postal mail.  The deadline for articles, pictures, events, etc. to be 
included in the newsletter is due the third Friday of each month. 

Meetings are held on the third Monday of each month at the Lane Agri-Park at 6:30 
p.m., unless specified.  Membership is $25 for a single, or $35 for a couple residing 
at the same address.  All memberships are valid January through December and are 
prorated. 

Memberships in the Master Gardeners of Rutherford County are open to those 
interested in learning, teaching, and volunteering for the purpose of educating the 
community in all phases of gardening. 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  MASTER GARDENER CERTIFICATION REQUIRES 40 HOURS OF TRAINING PLUS 40 HOURS OF VOLUNTEER SERVICE.  
RECERTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS ARE 25 VOLUNTEER HOURS, PLUS 8 HOURS OF CONTINUING EDUCATIO PER YEAR.  ATTENDANCE 
AT MEETINGS COUNT AS 1.5 HOURS FOR CONTINUING EDUCATION AND 1.5 HOURS FOR ADMINISTRATION. 
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Featured Photo of the Month 

Picture Courtesy of Better Homes and Gardens Web Site 
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