
 
MASTER GARDENERS OF RUTHERFORD COUNTY 

On July 1, 2009 leadership changed 
at the UT/TSU Rutherford County 
Extension.  Dewayne Trail retired as 
Director and turned over reins for his 
position to Anthony P. Tuggle. 

Dewayne Trail has been a source of 
information for the UT/TSU 
Extension for 36 years.  He has been 
a true leader and has directed the 
implementation of the present Lane-
Agri Park complex.  This complex is 
a fantastic asset to Murfreesboro and 
Rutherford County to be enjoyed by 
all citizens.   

Dewayne was responsible for 
implementing the Master Gardeners 
of Rutherford County in 1997 and 
has continued his support throughout 
his tenure.  

Thank you, Dewayne, for your 
dedication and hard work; and we all 
look forward to seeing you around 
the complex in the future. 

Anthony Tuggle has been with the 
UT/TSU Extension for 13 years and 
has focused during the past several 
years on Master Gardeners, 
commercial landscaping and the 
Farmers’ Market.  Anthony is always 
available for our questions, no matter 
how insignificant, giving us the 

guidance we need. 

Anthony has been the host of the 
WGNS Thursday morning call-in-
show always ready with answers for 
questions farmers, gardeners, and 
other listeners pose. 

Anthony’s goals are to offer more 
programs throughout the county by 
utilizing more mass media to 
educate and serve our citizens.  

Anthony is a native of Coffeeville, 
Mississippi and earned his B.S. and 
M.S. degrees from Alcorn State 
University near Lorman, Mississippi. 

We all wish Anthony well in his new 
position and look forward to his 
continued leadership. 
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Dwayne Trail & Anthony Tuggle ** 

Master Gardeners of 

Rutherford County 

Presents 

Fall  

Lawn & Garden 

Extravaganza 

 
September 25-26, 

2009 

Community Center & 

Farmers Market 

Lane Agri-Park 

315 John R. Rice 

Blvd. 

Murfreesboro, TN 

Information:  

ljl1074@att.net 

MGRC Members:    

August Meeting is a 

pot-luck social to be at 

the home of Linda 

Lindquist. 

** Photo courtesy of The Murfreesboro Post – Chad Mason 



Curly Top Virus In Tomatoes 
By: Katherine Smith CMG 
Newsletter Editor - MGRC 
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Several weeks ago we began to notice 

that one of our tomato plants, even 

though tall and with fruit, had leaves that 

had begun to curl.  At that time the 

weather was extremely hot so we 

thought, “oh, it is just stressed from the 

heat”.  WRONG! 

As the days went by, more leaves on the 

plant began to curl and the blossoms 

began to show signs of drying.  We 

knew this was not hot weather but 

something else. 

What could be wrong with our tomato 

plants?  We described the condition and 

showed the plant to several people who 

said they didn’t have any idea of what 

was wrong. 

We Master Gardeners advise the public 

to take a picture and/or a leaf sample to 

the UT/TSU Extension. We took our own 

advice and sent pictures to the UT/TSU 

Extension and followed-up with several 

live leaves. 

Just as an FYI, we have a very small lot 

so most of our plants and vegetables are 

grown in self-watering containers.  

Tomato plants in other containers looked 

great – no curling of the leaves.  With 

anticipation, we awaited the diagnosis 

from the State of Tennessee Agricultural 

Diagnosis Lab at the Ellington 

Agricultural Center in Nashville. 

Are you ready for this!  The diagnosis 

came in as Curly Top Virus, commonly 

referred to as BCTV (Beet Curly Top 

Virus).  This virus not only affects 

tomatoes but is also found in beans, 

pepper, spinach, beets, and cucurbits. 

BCTV is transmitted from plant to plant 

by the beet leafhopper, Circulifer 

tenellus.  The virus, because the 

leafhopper has a very wide range, 

spreads quickly. The leafhopper   

  usually acquires  

BCTV from infected plants or from 

weeds such as wild mustards and 

Russian thistle. Once the leafhopper 

acquires the virus it is carried for the 

rest of the leafhopper’s life.  It takes 

only minutes for the leafhopper to 

transmit the virus to a plant.  Plants 

begin to show symptoms about 7 to 14 

days after infection.  Even though the 

tomato is not the preferred host for the 

leafhopper, the virus is transmitted as 

the leafhopper samples the plant. 

It seems as if we need to have a funeral 

for our tomato plant as it will most likely 

not recover and  the fruit will 

not mature. So sad, as our tomato 

plants were started from seed and have 

been well-nurtured.  

Efforts to breed BCTV resistance into 

tomatoes have been unsuccessful.  In 

researching this virus, I learned that the 

leafhopper is attracted to widely 

spaced, vigorous plants grown in open 

areas.  This contradicts the growing 

spot for our tomatoes as ours are grown 

in containers with other plantings 

relatively close.  Farmers Market here 

we come!  ♦ 

References: UT/TSU Extension Rutherford 
County 

Internet Sources: okstate.edu;                             
cahe.nmsu.edu 

Pictures of Tomato Infected 

with BCTV – Smith Garden 



All Brown Bag programs will be held 

at the Lane Agri-Park located at 315 

John R. Rice Blvd. in Murfreesboro, 

TN. Classes will begin at 11:30 a.m. 

and conclude around 12:30 p.m.  

There is no charge for those 

attending Brown Bag sessions.  You 

are welcome to bring a lunch and eat 

during the meeting. 

  

The SCOOP Page 3 

The following tips were suggested by the WD-40 Fan Club E-Tips. 

“Take WD-40 to the garden with you to: 

• Keep garden tools rust-free 

• Keep clay and dirt from sticking to shovels 

• Protect wheelbarrow beds from rust and corrosion 

• Remove build-up from hedge trimmers 

• Lubricate hinges on pruning shears. 

• Refer to the owner’s manual for your equipment before using WD-40” 

            

If you have a quick tip you would like to share with our members, please send 

them to:   ksmith555@bellsouth.net 

GARDEN “QUICK-TIPS” 

BROWN BAG 2009 

July 23 Round Table With 

Extension Agents 

Aug 29 Turf Management 

Field Day 

Sept 24 Low Maintenance 

Shrubs 

Oct 22 Low Maintenance 

Trees 

Nov 19 Pruning Trees & 

Shrubs 

Committee Chairs 2009 

Sam Davis Home           Goetz 

Linebaugh Library Series       Arnold 

Fall Extravaganza       Lindquist 

Newsletter                          K. Smith 

Website               Ellis 

Demonstration Garden              TBA 

Demonstration Vineyard            TBA 

Demonstration Orchard             TBA 

RECIPE OF THE MONTH 
From:  Sandra Lehto 

 
CHOCOLATE YUM-YUM PIE with PECAN PIE CRUST 

 
Preheat oven to: 350° 
(Enough for 2 pies so double the crust) 

 
CRUST 
1 cup flour           1 stick butter           ½ cup pecans 
Process pecans into small pieces 
Use soft butter, combine with flour and mash into pie pan 
Bake until crisp or brown as directed 
 
PIE 
8 oz. cream cheese, softened 
1 box (3.9 oz) chocolate instant pudding 
1 box (3.9 oz) vanilla instant pudding 
1 cup confectionary sugar 
3 cups milk added slowly until smooth 
1 cup Cool Whip®  
Combine ingredients & pour into prepared piecrust 
Top with Cool Whip®, nuts and shaved chocolate 

 

See your Master 

Garden Calendar for 

upcoming events. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A listing of names and 

titles  

Master Gardeners of 
Rutherford County 

Rutherford County 
Extension 

Lane Agri-Park 
315 John R. Rice Blvd. 

Suite 101 
Murfreesboro, TN 37127 

About Our Organization 

Phone:  615-898-7710 
Fax:       615-898-7999 

E-mail Newsletter Editor 
ksmith555@bellsouth.net 

 

“The Scoop” is the official newsletter of the Master Gardeners of Rutherford County, 

Tennessee and is published by email the first week of the month.  Those members 

without email and who are not able to attend meetings may receive the newsletter by 

U.S. Postal mail.  The deadline for articles, pictures, events, etc. to be included in the 

newsletter is due the fourth Friday of each month. 

Meetings are held on the third Monday of each month at the Lane Agri-Park at 6:30 

p.m., unless specified.  Membership is $25 for a single, or $35 for a couple residing at 

the same address.  All memberships are valid January through December and are 

pro-rated for new members only. 

Memberships in the Master Gardeners of Rutherford County are open to those 

interested in learning, teaching, and volunteering for the purpose of educating the 

community in all phases of gardening. 

Please Note:  Master Gardener Certification requires 40 hours of training plus 40 

hours of volunteer service.  Recertification requirements are 25 volunteer hours, plus 8 

hours of continuing education per year.  Attendance at meetings counts as 1.5 hours 

of continuing education and 1.5 hours of administration. 

We’re on the Web! 

See us at: 

www.mastergardeners-rc.org 
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Trade and brand names are used only for information.  UT/TSU Extension does not 

guarantee nor warrant the standard of any product mentioned; neither does it imply 

approval of any product to the exclusion of others which also may be suitable. 

 

Programs in agriculture and natural resources, 4-H youth development, family and 

consumer sciences and resource development.  University of Tennessee Institute of 

Agriculture, U.S. Department of Agriculture, county governments cooperating, UT 

Extension, and Tennessee State University provide equal opportunities in programs 

and employment. 

©2009 “Copyright”                                     

Master Gardeners of Rutherford County 

 All Rights Reserved 

OFFICERS 2009 

President:                     Linda Goetz 

Vice President:        Linda Lindquist 

Secretary:           Judy Cunningham 

Treasurer:                    Emily Arnold 

Past President & Executive Board:                          
         Jack Smith 

************* 

Newsletter:             Katherine Smith 

Website Coordinator:         Bob Ellis 

UT/TSU Extension Advisor:                                  
                Anthony Tuggle   

  


