
the countless tasks involved in 
organizing and scheduling the 
day, many of them participate 
as speakers and demonstra-
tors. MG Speakers usually 
give a 40 minute presentation 
on a specific topic, using 
PowerPoint slides or other 
visual aides. Speakers in the 
past have talked about birds 
and butterflies, what to plant 
for tough conditions, prepar-
ing roses for the winter, etc.   
MG demonstrators give hands
-on “how to” lessons on a vari-
ety of topics such as drip-
irrigation, building self water-
ing containers, perennial divi-
sion, composting and much 
more. “Being a demonstrator 
is a great way for a Master 
Gardener to get some experi-
ence in public speaking” says 
Don, “it’s a way to ease into 
being front of the public with-
out having to give a full blown 
presentation”. 

In addition to the Master Gar-
dener presentations and dem-
onstrations, there are always 
guest speakers who will bring 
us what is the latest and great-
est in the gardening world. 

(Continued on page 2) 

By now, if you haven’t heard 
about the 2009 Fall Lawn & 
Garden Extravaganza (FLGE), 
you must have weeds growing 
in your ears!  Plans are well 
underway to move to the new 
location at the Community 
Center/Farmers Market.  A 
few recent Master Gardener 
graduates were asking just 
what the Fall Lawn & Garden 
Extravaganza was all about, so 
this seems like a good time to 
examine the history of this 
popular annual event. 

About  6 years ago, our (then) 
President Don Richardson & 
his lovely wife Wanda were 
driving back from the Wil-
liamson County Garden Show  
& had the inspiration that 
Rutherford County Master 
Gardeners could and should 
have a similar event for our 
community.   Since the spring 
season was already full of lawn 
and garden events, the deci-
sion was made to hold our 
event in the fall.  This, as any 
gardener knows, is really the 
best time to prepare the bones 
of a garden.  Trees, shrubs, 
perennials, lawns all do better 
when planted in the fall. 

Wanda put her professional 

skills to work that first year by 
chairing the event and round-
ing up plenty of volunteers to 
help with the vendors, dem-

onstrations and speakers.  
Vendors were out on the front 
lawn of the Extension office 
and everything else took place 
inside.   One lesson learned 
that year, was to offer both 
inside and outside activities to 
encourage attendees to get out 
of the air conditioning and 
visit the vendor areas. 

While each year’s committee 
is vital to get things rolling, 
without the help of the entire 
Master Gardener membership 
these events just wouldn’t be 
as successful.  Our local Mas-
ter Gardeners are a very im-
portant part of the FLGE.  
Not only do they take care of 

MGRC 2006 Fall Extravaganza  
Just one of the vendors at the 
first Extravaganza. 

MGRC Fall Lawn & Garden Extravaganza 2009 
By:  Linda Lindquist 
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• August 
Meeting: 
Sat. Aug. 
15th.  Picnic 
at home of 
Linda & 
Harry 
Lindquist  

• Late Blight 
in Tennes-
see 

• Tennessee 
Horticulture 
Expo 
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Mitchell Mote, 

Estension Agent, 

will be talking 

about fall lawn 

care and 

maintenance as 

one of our topics 

Extravaganza 

New Members — MGRC 
MGRC is pleased to 
welcome the following 
new and returning 
members into our or-
ganization. 

Jana Phillips 

Danny Price 

Kathy Holladay 

Ann Hall 

Sally Pepper 

Van Cooke 

Todd Foutch 

Nina Foutch 

    Patsy Huffman  

Pamela VanHoozer 

Linda Schien 

Chuck Stiles 

Jerry Roberts 

Becky Roberts 

Please make a point to 
seek out and welcome 
these new members. 

 

 

location. As mentioned, the 
FLGE will be at the newly 
opened Community Cen-
ter / Farmers Market.  This 
gives us the ability to have 
more vendors, more atten-
dees …well, just MORE.  
We will expand to a day and 
a half. Hours will be 4 to 7 
Friday evening and 9 to 3 on 
Saturday.  The Friday eve-
ning festivities will be an 
open house, with invited 
guests, snacks and a FIRST 
PEEK at those fabulous ven-
dors.  We are going to have 
live music both days, cour-
tesy of Travis & Julie Wat-
son who are donating their 
time.  A major addition to 
the day will be the Lawn 
and Turf Field Day.  Nor-
mally, this event is held in 
August at the extension cen-
ter but this year we are 
combining the Field Day 

with the FLGE. This allows 
us to make better use of the 
facility, staff time and offer 
more programs to the pub-
lic.  Mitchell Mote will be 
talking about fall lawn care 
and maintenance as one of 
our topics.  Vendors will 
have the latest in lawn 
equipment on hand to show 
off and try out. 

There is still a lot to do so – 
if you haven’t volunteered 
yet - do it now!  We are still 
looking for vendors inter-
ested in being part of our 
day.  If you know someone 
with something to sell, help 
us out by passing the word 
along.  A vendor application 
is on our web site.  Remem-
ber this is a great way to 
earn hours and a lot of fun 
too.  Mark your calendar for 
September 25th & 26th! 

Past speakers have included 
staff from the UT agricul-
tural division, professional 
landscapers and gardeners, 
regionally known garden 
writers and “celebrities”. 

The day would be just 
another classroom exercise 
without our vendors.  Some 
have participated almost 
every year.  It’s always ex-
citing to get a look as the 
merchandise and plants are 
unloaded from the trucks to 

see what will be 
available.  It’s worth 
volunteering for set 
up just to get that 
first peek! 

So what is different 
for2009?  Our 5th 
year is marked by 

several big changes.  One is 

(Continued from page 1) 

2008  
Extrava-

ganza 
Lecture: 

Carl Herbi-
son, writer 
for Tennes-

see Gar-

dener Maga-
zine 

T H E  S C O O P  

MGRC August MGRC August MGRC August MGRC August 
Meeting will Meeting will Meeting will Meeting will 

be on Sat. Au-be on Sat. Au-be on Sat. Au-be on Sat. Au-
gust 15th. gust 15th. gust 15th. gust 15th. 

This will be a This will be a This will be a This will be a 
picnic at the picnic at the picnic at the picnic at the 

home of Linda home of Linda home of Linda home of Linda 
Lindquist. Lindquist. Lindquist. Lindquist. 

Please bring a Please bring a Please bring a Please bring a 
side dish or side dish or side dish or side dish or 

dessertdessertdessertdessert. . . .     



Late Blight Found in Tennessee 
P A G E  3  V O L U M E  V   I S S U E  8  

“Dr. Steve Bost, UT Extension 
Plant Pathologist reported last 
week that Late Blight has reached 
Tennessee.  He has posted an article 
that should help you ID and control 
the disease in the July 29th issue of 
the fruit and vegetable IPM news-
letter, Fruit Pest News, available at 
http://eppserver,ag.utk.edu/

Extension/fpn/fpn.htm. 

Home Gardeners need to 
be vigilant in scouting 
their tomato and potato 
plants as spores from 
home gardens can serve as 
a source of spores that 
could infect commercial 

farms, as late blight spores are eas-
ily dispersed by wind. 

If you want to try to control late 
blight with fungicides, you need to 
begin spraying fungicide now — 
even before you see symptoms — 
and you need to continue spraying 

regularly.  Use a product that con-
tains chlorothalonil. These products 
are only effective if used before the 
disease appears and should be reap-
plied every 5-7 days if wet weather 
persists. Chlorothalonil is a proctant 
fungicide, with no systemic move-
ment in the plant, so thorough cov-
erage is necessary.” 

 

Source: SPROUTS: 
Tennessee Vegetable Newsletter 
The University of Tennessee 
Department of Plant Sciences 

Wine Association, the TN 
Flower Growers Association, 
the TN Farmers’ Market Asso-
ciation and new this year, the 
TN Agritourism Association. 
This horticultural extravaganza 
will have an expanded trade-
show, plus the added comradery 
of the other associations. Mark 
your calendar! 

Tennessee Horticultural Expo, 
January 28-30, 2010, Nashville 
Airport Marriott, Nashville, TN 

Come to THE horticultural 
meeting in Tennessee. This is a 
joint meeting between the TN 
Fruit & Vegetable Association, 
the TN Viticultural and Oe-
nological Society, the American 
Wine Society, the TN Farm 

Salt, Pepper 
Mix together to dissolve sugar; 
Pour over vegetables 
 
Can serve immediately, but gets better if fla-
vors are allowed to blend. 
You can also add 1 cucumber, peeled, seeded, 
diced. 

ENJOY! 
 
Note:  This recipe is not exact science.  Add more 
or less to suit your own taste and with vegetables 
on hand. 
 

TOMATO SLAW 
From:  Linda Lindquist 

4 cups fresh tomatoes, peeled, cored & rough 
chopped 
1 green bell pepper 
1-2 sweet onions (use regular for more “bite”) 
1-2 fresh jalapenos, seeded & diced (or use a few 
drops of pepper sauce) 
Mix Together 
 
1/2 cup vinegar (I prefer organic cider  vinegar) 
1/4 cup water 
2 Tbls sugar 

Late Blight 
shown on 
Tomato 
Leaf 

Recipe of the Month 
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“Home 

Gardeners need 

to be vigilant in 

scouting their 

tomato and 

potato plants !” 

Tennessee Horticultural Expo 



MGRC OFFICERS 2009 
President:         Linda Goetz 
Vice President:     Linda Lindquist 
Secretary:  Judy Cunningham 
Treasurer:        Emily Arnold 
Past President & Executive Board: 
            Jack Smith 

********* 
Newsletter:             Katherine Smith 
Website Coordinator:         Bob Ellis 

UT/TSU Rutherford County Extension 
Lane Agri-Park 

315 John R. Rice Blvd. 
Site 101 

Murfreesboro, TN 37129 

Phone: 615-898-7710 
Fax: 615-898-7999 

E-mail Newsletter Editor: 
ksmith555@bellsouth.net 

“The Scoop” is the official newsletter of the Master Gardeners of 
Rutherford County, Tennessee and is published by email the first 
week of the month.  Those members without email and who are 
not able to attend meetings may receive the newsletter by U.S. 
Postal mail.  The deadline for articles, pictures, events, etc. to be 
included in the newsletter is due the fourth Friday of each month. 
 
Meetings are held on the third Monday of each month at the Lane 
Agri-Park at 6:30 p.m., unless specified.  Membership is $25 for a 
single, or $35 for a couple residing at the same address.  All mem-
berships are valid January through December and are pro-rated for 
new members only. 
 
Memberships in the Master Gardeners of Rutherford County are 
open to those interested in learning, teaching, and volunteering for 
the purpose of educating the community in all phases of gardening. 
 
Please note:  Master Gardener Certification requires 40 hours of 
training plus 40 hours of volunteer service.  Recertification require-
ments are 25 volunteer hours, plus 8 hours of continuing education 
per year.  Attendance at meetings counts as 1.5 hours of continuing 
education and 1.5 hours of administration 
 
 
 
Trade and brand names are used only for information.  UT/TSU 
Extension does not guarantee nor warrant the standard of any 
product mentioned; neither does it imply approval of any product to 
the exclusion of others which also may be suitable. 
 
Programs in agriculture and natural resources, 4-H youth develop-
ment, family and consumer sciences and resource development.  
University of Tennessee Institute of Agriculture, U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, county governments cooperating, UT Extension, and 
Tennessee State University provide equal opportunities in programs 
and employment. 

 

We’re on the Web: 
www.mastergardeners-rc.org 

Master Gardeners of 

Rutherford County 


