
cooling off slowly in the fall.  Soil 
temp isn’t subject to every cold 
front that blows thru town. 
Even if you are one of those gar-
deners who race to be the first to 
get their tomato plants in the 
ground research has shown that 
planting too early, before the soil 
has had time to warm up, can lead 
to seed rot, slowed plant growth 
and seed germination, and dis-
ease. For example, cucumber 
seeds usually take less than a 
week to germinate in a soil of 70 
degrees F. They could take two 
weeks at 60 degrees F. Setting 
pepper plants out before the soil 
temperature is 70 degrees F could 
stunt their growth for the entire 
growing season.  
Whether you’re planting seeds or 
targeting weeds, it’s important to 
check your soil temperature be-

(Continued on page 2) 

Soil Temperature 

We are all starting to get that itch, 
whether you grow  flowers or vege-
tables or both, we are already start-
ing to count the days until the last 
frost date so we can get those 
seeds and bedding plants in the 
ground.   When to plant is getting 
more and more complicated, now 
we have zones, sub-zones, micro-
climates.  Do you have morning 
shade or afternoon sun?  Even wait-
ing until the last frost date has past 
isn’t a sure thing as weather is so 
variable now days.  You may want 
to add another consideration to 
when you decide to plant: soil tem-
perature. Root temperature is just 
as important as leaf temperature! 
For optimum growth, all transplants 
and seeds need to be planted within 
a certain soil temperature range. 
Soil temperature changes slowly, 
warming up slowly in the spring and 
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fore beginning. Even the best-
planned garden project can fall 
flat if temperatures are not ap-
propriate for the occasion! For 
example, did you know that you 
should: 
• Plant spring bulbs when the 
soil temperature drops below 
60° F. 
• Apply crabgrass control in 
spring, when soil temperatures 
reach 55° F for 4-5 days in a 
row. 
• Plant cool-season grass 

(Continued from page 1) 
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seed once soil temperatures are 
in the 50s F. 
• Give your new shrubs time to 
grow roots before soil temps fall 
below 40° F. 
• Tomato roots will not grow or 
provide nutrients to the plant at 
soil temperatures of 50°F or be-
low. Researchers have found 
that the ideal root temperature 
for tomatoes is 70°F. 
 

     Linda LindquistLinda LindquistLinda LindquistLinda Lindquist 
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RECIPE OF THE MONTH 

JAPANESE FRUIT PIE 

Wanda Richardson 

      Ingredients 

1 cup sugar 

1 stick butter (melted) 

1/2 cup coconut 

1/2 cup pecans 

1/2 cup dates or raisins ** 

2 eggs 

 

** If raisins are used, add 1 Tbs. Vinegar 

Directions 

Mix together and pour into 
unbaked pie shell.  

Bake 400° for 8 minutes 

Turn oven to 350° and bake 
25 to 30 minutes longer or 
until set. 
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Winter Interest 
  By: Linda Schien, TCMG 

  Late Sunday afternoon is my favorite 
part of the week.  The neighborhood 
has settled down, the week-end 
chores are done and dinner is usually 
in the oven.  This is my time, to take a 
nap, read with a cup of tea or walk 
around the neighborhood. 

  This week-end I chose to walk for 
two reasons.   The first was because I 
had consumed two scoops of jamoca 
almond fudge in a chocolate waffle 
cone earlier in the day.  The second 
was because the smoke alarm was 
chirping, the dog was frantic and my 
husband said it would take ten more 
minutes to re-set itself.  I figured a 
walk would prevent the dog and I from 
going crazy. 

  The neighborhood was quiet.  The 
late afternoon sun was peeking 
through patches of blue scattered 
amongst the remaining gray clouds 
and casting interesting shadows on 
the lawn.  I started to look around the 
winter landscape.  I decided I would 
look for what the gardening manuals 
call, ‘Winter Interest’. 

  First I noticed that the junipers had a 
faint rust tinge to them.  I used to 
panic when I saw this until reading 
that it was a part of their annual cycle.  
The hollies were green and the nan-
dina was a brilliant red.  It was a re-
minder of the holiday season just past 
and a reassurance that life was pro-
ceeding on into the new, year.  The 
hackberries and ash trees abundant 
on my lot were bare but I became 
aware of bird and squirrel nests in the 

branches.  Their former occupants 
were now flitting through the under-
brush and scampering across the 
lawn. 

  Our walk proceeded and one yard 
had a lovely river birch in the corner 
with interesting bark and a low 
hedge of evergreen shrubs sur-
rounding it.  Further down the street 
was a feathery evergreen waving 
slightly in the breeze.  I also noticed 
that with boxwoods, nandina and 
euonymus the yard could have been 
almost any day of the year, and 
looked very much alive.  A few oak 
trees were hanging on to their brown 
leaves which rustled very softly as 
we walked by.  We passed a cute 
little mugho pine with its tufted 
branches and I put this on my list of 
possibilities for my own yard. 

  The most striking thing of all and to 
my amazement was a totally dor-
mant lawn of Bermuda grass.  The 
grass was absolutely perfect.  Every, 
blade was the same height there 
was not one sprig of green in the 
entire area.  The sunlight just 
seemed to hit it exactly right and it 
looked like a beautiful sandy beach. I 
stood there for some time looking at 
it and thinking of warmer weather 
and beautiful places in the sun. 

  We headed home after that.  See-
ing wonderfully shaped bare trees 
and more evergreen plantings I 
came to realize that nature provides 
something wonderful to observe no 
matter what the season. 

T H E  S C O O P  

Courtesy of: The Daily News Journal 

Courtesy of: The Daily News Journal 

Courtesy of: The Daily News Journal 
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Guidelines for Requesting & Using Facilities 

—Rutherford County Extension Office 

ments, coffee, paper supplies, etc. (There’s not an 
ice machine in the Community Center or Live-

stock Barn). 

 

4) When you are using our facilities on a Satur-
day or Sunday, pick up the keys on Friday.  We 
will show you where to leave the keys when you 
are through to keep from having to bring them 

back the following Monday. 

 

5) When you are using our facilities before 8:00 
a.m. or after 4:30 p.m. you will need to pick up a 
set of keys to open up and/ or lock building when 

you leave. 

 

6) When you schedule an event/meeting in the 
Community Center or Livestock Barn, be sure to 
notify your audience that the event/meeting is 
behind our office complex. This will be especially 

helpful to them if it’s inclement weather. 

 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

 

 

 

 

 

1) When reserving any room at the Lane Agri-
Park Complex (Auditorium, Community Center 
or Livestock Barn or small back meeting room), 
you will need to provide the following information 
so we can book your room without any delay. You 

call or e-mail to inquire to gtodd@utk.edu. 

     A. Date needed 

     B. Time needed (start & end time) 

     C. Number of people estimated to attend 

     D. If you need the kitchen 

 

2) You are responsible for setting up the room, 
putting the tables and chairs back into storage 
room, taking the trash out to the dumpster lo-
cated outside the back door, cleaning up the 
kitchen (do not leave any supplies or food) and 
vacuuming and/or sweeping the floors, wipe count-

ers and wipe tables, if needed after your event. 

 

3) Please note on your request if you need to use 
our coffee pot or any other equipment. Don’t as-
sume it will be available on your date because we 
may already be using these items in another meet-

ing. You will need to bring your own refresh 

N E W S L E T T E R  T I T L E  

Lane Agri-Park Community Center & Farmers Market 
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Master Gardener Classes for 2010 are in full swing.  Class members number 32.  We will be finishing our fifth 

session February 9th.  We invite all those who complete the classes to join our Master Gardeners of Rutherford 

County group. 

Master Gardener Classes-Rutherford County 



2010 Garden Basics V 
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Out of the 36 registrants 

for the MGRC 2010 Gar-

den Basics V class we have 

31 attendees.    At this 

point we are almost  half-

way through the sessions.  

Each three-hour session 

covers two subjects. 

This year’s topics are: 

1. How Plants Grow and 

Soils 

2. Fruits, Vines & Berries 

and Growing Vegeta-

bles 

3. Herbs and House 

Plants 

4. Lawns & Lawn Care 

and Hardscaping 

5. Pruning and What’s 

New for 2010 

Participants have been in-

vited to attend the MGRC 

February meeting. 

 

2010 Garden Basics V  

Session 1 Snapshots 
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All events at Lane Agri-Park 
unless otherwise noted. 

315 John R. Rice Blvd. 

Murfreesboro, TN  

615-898-7710 

We’re on the web at: 

www.mastergardeners-rc.org 

Please send any calendar events to: 

Linda Lindquist: LJL1074@att.net 

 

MGRC Membership Directory 
Make-Up Pictures: 

February Meeting 

2010 Dues can be paid now! 

$25 single / $35 couple in same household 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 Garden Basics 

“Herbs; House 

Plants” 

9 MG Classes 

“Lawn Mgmt” 

 

10 11 12 13 

14 15  MGRC Meet 16 MG Classes 

“Plant Disease 

ID & Control” 

17 TN Yards & 

N’hoods 

18  19  20 Library Se-
ries—Smyrna  -

”Spring Planting” 

21 22 Garden Basics 

“Lawns/Care & 

Hardscaping” 

23 MG Classes 

“Managing Fruit 

Trees/Small Fruit” 

24 25 Brown Bag 

“Lawn Weeds 

ID & Control” 

26 27 

28       

MGRC 

February 2010 

Up-Coming Events 

Feb 11              Conifers for Gardeners—UT Gardens Knoxville 

Feb. 11-14         Antique & Garden Show 20th Anniversary—Nashville Convention Center 

Feb. 19-21         Middle TN Home Builders Assn. Home Show — TN State Fairgrounds Nashville 

Feb. 25              Gardening 101 — Cheekwood Art & Gardens Nashville 

March 4-7         Nashville Lawn & Garden Show — TN State Fairgrounds Nashville 

March 27-28     Middle TN Daffodil Society Show — Cheekwood Art & Gardens Nashville 

April 9-11          Bloom ‘n’ Garden Lawn & Garden Show — Williamson County Ag Expo Park Franklin 

April 10             Perennial Plant Sale — TN State Fairgrounds Sports Arena Building Nashville 

May 15-16         Williamson County Water Garden Tour 

 

To print this page only, place your cursor anywhere on page, select “File, Print, Current Page, OK” then Print.  

Great American Bird Count 

TMG Winter School Great American Bird Count 



UT/TSU Rutherford County Extension 

Lane Agri-Park 

315 John R. Rice Blvd. 

Suite 101 

Murfreesboro, TN 37129 

“The Scoop” is the official newsletter of the Master Gardeners of 
Rutherford County, Tennessee and is published by email the first 
week of the month.  Those members without email and who are 
not able to attend meetings may receive the newsletter by U.S. 
Postal mail.  The deadline for articles, pictures, events, etc. to be 
included in the newsletter is due the fourth Friday of each month. 
 
Meetings are held on the third Monday of each month at the Lane 
Agri-Park at 6:30 p.m., unless specified.  Membership is $25 for a 
single, or $35 for a couple residing at the same address.  All mem-
berships are valid January through December and are pro-rated for 
new members only. 
 
Memberships in the Master Gardeners of Rutherford County are 
open to those interested in learning, teaching, and volunteering for 
the purpose of educating the community in all phases of gardening. 
 
Please note:  Master Gardener Certification requires 40 hours of 
training plus 40 hours of volunteer service.  Recertification require-
ments are 25 volunteer hours, plus 8 hours of continuing education 
per year.  Attendance at meetings counts as 1.5 hours of continuing 
education and 1.5 hours of administration 
 
 
 
Trade and brand names are used only for information.  UT/TSU 
Extension does not guarantee nor warrant the standard of any 
product mentioned; neither does it imply approval of any product to 
the exclusion of others which also may be suitable. 
 
Programs in agriculture and natural resources, 4-H youth develop-
ment, family and consumer sciences and resource development.  
University of Tennessee Institute of Agriculture, U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, county governments cooperating, UT Extension, and 
Tennessee State University provide equal opportunities in programs 
and employment. 

 

We’re on the Web: 

www.mastergardeners-rc.org 

Master Gardeners of 
Rutherford County 

Phone: 615- 898-7710 

Fax: 615-898-7999 

Editor E-mail: ksmith555@bellsouth.net  


